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plead for the release of the prisoners and the 
restoration of their land. However, her re-
quests were not granted. 

For the remainder of her life, Sarah was 
dedicated to giving lectures on the East Coast 
to promote Native American rights. In her lec-
tures, she advocated the idea that her people 
could and should run their own lives without 
the interference of Federal authorities. On Oc-
tober 17, 1891, Sarah died of tuberculosis at 
the age of 47. Just before her death Sarah 
founded a school for young Indian children in 
Lovelock, Nevada. 

In 1883, she published the first book written 
by a Native American woman, ‘‘Life Among 
the Paiutes: Their Wrongs and Claims,’’ which 
gave a Native American viewpoint of settlers 
in the west. In her book, she wrote of 
Thocmetony, the name she was given as a 
young child, and of the legacy for which she 
aspired, ‘‘Somebody will always admire me; 
and who will come and be happy with me in 
the Spirit-land? I shall be beautiful forever 
there. Yes, she be more beautiful than my 
shell-flower, my Thocmetony!’’ 

Although it is not the Spirit-land of which 
she speaks, soon we will all be able to admire 
her beauty forever in Statuary Hall, and more 
importantly admire the beauty of her dreams 
and the work she did to make these dreams 
a reality. 

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I, again, 
thank the gentlewoman from Nevada 
(Ms. BERKLEY) for her support of this 
resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
CULBERSON). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. NEY) that the House suspend 
the rules and agree to the concurrent 
resolution, H. Con. Res. 5, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H. Con. 
Res. 5, as amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
f 

PERMITTING USE OF ROTUNDA OF 
CAPITOL FOR COMMEMORATION 
OF DAYS OF REMEMBRANCE OF 
VICTIMS OF HOLOCAUST CERE-
MONY 
Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I move to sus-

pend the rules and agree to the concur-

rent resolution (H. Con. Res. 63) per-
mitting the use of the rotunda of the 
Capitol for a ceremony as part of the 
commemoration of the days of remem-
brance of victims of the Holocaust. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. CON. RES. 63 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), 
SECTION 1. USE OF ROTUNDA FOR HOLOCAUST 

DAYS OF REMEMBRANCE CERE-
MONY. 

The rotunda of the Capitol is authorized to 
be used on May 5, 2005, for a ceremony as 
part of the commemoration of the days of re-
membrance of victims of the Holocaust. 
Physical preparations for the ceremony shall 
be carried out in accordance with such condi-
tions as the Architect of the Capitol may 
prescribe. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. NEY) and the gentlewoman 
from Nevada (Ms. BERKLEY) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. NEY). 

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself 
such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to be on 
the floor here today with the gentle-
woman from Nevada on an important 
resolution, H. Con. Res. 63. 

The United States Holocaust Memo-
rial Museum is mandated by Congress 
to educate Americans about the his-
tory of the Holocaust and to annually 
honor and remember the victims of 
this catastrophic, horrible event. As a 
Nation, we do this on the National 
Days of Remembrance. The purpose of 
the Days of Remembrance is to ask all 
Americans to reflect on the Holocaust, 
to remember the victims and renew our 
commitment to democracy and human 
rights for every person. 

House Concurrent Resolution 63, the 
resolution before us, will provide this 
year’s national ceremony, which will 
be conducted on May 5, 2005, in the Ro-
tunda of the United States Capitol 
building. 

Mr. Speaker, it is necessary to go 
through this procedure to use the very 
sacred center of the Capitol for a cere-
mony in joint authorization by both 
the House and the other body because 
of the significance of this particular lo-
cation and the significance and impor-
tance in this building. 

Outlining the importance of this 
event, there have been several high- 
profile keynote speakers in the past, 
including former Secretary of State 
Colin Powell, Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice and President George 
W. Bush, among others. 

The theme of this year’s Days of Re-
membrance commemoration is entitled 
‘‘From Liberation to the Pursuit of 
Justice.’’ The commemoration will 
honor the courageous individuals, as 
well as the organizations and countries 
who attempted to rescue them. How 
appropriate I believe it is, Mr. Speaker, 
at this time that we remember the vic-
tims of the Holocaust. 

In remembering those who took a de-
termined stance against Nazism, we 

honor the memory of those who per-
ished, and, of course, we are reminded 
that individuals do have the power and 
the choice to make a difference in the 
fight against oppression and murderous 
hatred. 

Evil persists in the world, Mr. Speak-
er, but our triumph over the perpetra-
tors of the Holocaust reminds us that 
evil can and will be defeated, but only 
if we have the courage to stand up to 
it. This is a vital lesson, one we must 
never forget. This ceremony will help 
us to remember it. This ceremony is 
important. 

Again, I want to thank the gentle-
woman for supporting this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge Members to sup-
port this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today proudly in 
support of House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 63, authorizing use of the Capitol 
Rotunda on May 5 of this year for a 
ceremony sponsored by its United 
States Holocaust Memorial Council to 
observe the Days of Remembrance for 
victims of the Holocaust. 

I want to thank the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. NEY) for introducing this, as 
well as the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD), the 
original cosponsor of the bill. Unfortu-
nately, she could not be here because of 
a prior commitment in her congres-
sional district. 

The Days of Remembrance ceremony 
honors those men, women and children 
who suffered through one of the dark-
est periods of our history. Every year, 
the Days of Remembrance recalls dif-
ferent historical events of the Holo-
caust. This year’s theme, ‘‘From Lib-
eration to Pursuit of Justice,’’ com-
memorates the 60th anniversary of the 
liberation of the concentration camps 
and the persecution of war criminals at 
Nuremberg, Germany. 

For over 20 years, Congress has ap-
proved the use of the Rotunda for this 
ceremony each spring and every year 
that I attend I am struck by the two 
competing feelings that I have: One, 
the shocking realization that man’s in-
humanity to man sometimes seems to 
know no bounds; that a mere 60 years 
ago, 6 million Jews were exterminated 
throughout the world, their only trans-
gression being the fact that they were 
Jewish. 

b 1430 

But I am also struck by the incred-
ible realization that 60 years after the 
most heinous episode in our civilized 
world’s history here we still are. We 
are not only survivors, but we have 
managed to thrive. Every year those 
who have survived and thrived, their 
children and grandchildren and now 
their great grandchildren, gather under 
the dome of the United States Capitol, 
the very seat of power of the most im-
portant and strongest nation in the 
world. 
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I am second-generation American. 

My grandparents literally walked 
across Europe to come to this country. 
My mother’s side comes from Salonika, 
Greece. Prior to World War II, prior to 
the Nazis, there were approximately 
80,000 Jews in Salonika. When the 
Nazis finished with those Jews, there 
were only 1,000 left. And I am not pre-
sumptuous enough to presume to think 
that my family would have been among 
those that were chosen to live. 

My father’s side from the Russia-Po-
land border after hundreds and hun-
dreds of years of a thriving culture and 
civilization were obliterated, 
exterminated in this Holocaust. No-
body remained. Not the towns. Not the 
people. Not the culture. But here we 
are 60 years after the Holocaust. Here I 
am, a Jewish American, elected to 
serve her community and her country 
in the United States Congress, stand-
ing on the floor of the United States 
House of Representatives, alive and 
free, supporting the resolution hon-
oring those that were lost. 

This past January I had the privilege 
of attending the ceremony commemo-
rating the liberation of Auschwitz. I 
attended it as part of a congressional 
delegation. As I walked in the freezing 
cold and the snow the mile from Ausch-
witz to Birkenau where the ceremony 
was taking place, we were surrounded 
by survivors that were in Auschwitz as 
children. Now in their late 70s and 80s, 
each one of them was anxious to talk 
and tell us when they had been there, 
what it was like, who they had lost, 
brothers, sisters, mothers, fathers, en-
tire families obliterated. But there we 
were. And as we sat there for the few 
hours for that extraordinary ceremony 
commemorating that liberation of 
Auschwitz and the concentration 
camps, I was struck by the fact that it 
was truly a miracle that anybody had 
survived, because there I was sitting 
with four pairs of socks, boots, a hat, 
two pairs of gloves, four sweaters, a 
warm jacket and sitting under a blan-
ket and freezing wondering how these 
people, how these extraordinary people 
managed to survive one day. Forget 
the gas chambers, forget the gruesome 
medical experiments, forget the ran-
dom acts of man’s inhumanity to man, 
the incredibility cruelty. Surviving 
day to day with no clothes, with no 
blankets, with no food is truly a testa-
ment to those people who managed to 
survive. 

The ceremony we are authorizing 
today honors Holocaust survivors and 
those lost loved ones. It will also serve 
as a reminder that we must continue as 
a civilized people to battle hate and 
prejudice and violence and demand jus-
tice and humanity to all. It does not 
matter culture, ethnicity, religion, 
color of our skin. We all deserve to be 
treated as human beings with dignity. 
We must not allow this tragedy to ever 
be repeated again. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
supporting passage of this concurrent 
resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself 
such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to note that I do 
not have any further speakers at this 
time on this bill, but I would note that 
due to the weather conditions a lot of 
people are not here; otherwise, we have 
many, many Members who support this 
and would be speaking on this. Even 
though they could not get here in time, 
many Members’ thoughts in support of 
this resolution are with us now on the 
floor. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to express my support of H. Con. 
Res. 63, to allow the use of the Capitol ro-
tunda for a ceremony to commemorate victims 
of the Holocaust. Our Nation’s Capitol is a 
symbol of freedom and democracy to so 
many. This resolution gives us a forum to pay 
service to the victims of the Holocaust. I pray 
that such a tragedy should never touch the 
world again. 

A Holocaust memorial is not something to 
be taken lightly, or to be rushed without its 
due respect. The Holocaust is a product of au-
thoritarian government and evil intentions, and 
we must continue to study and remember it, 
lest it be repeated. Hate, genocide, racial 
supremacism still occur in parts of the world 
and I believe that we as Americans can still 
focus our efforts on stopping them before they 
grow to an uncontrollable magnitude. 

My heart goes out to the victims and sur-
vivors of Adolf Hitler’s death camps. Every 
time I reexamine the Holocaust, and pay trib-
ute to what happened, I am still shocked and 
pained by the organized, methodical killing 
that went on in Europe. 

For the 12 million people that Nazi Germany 
exterminated, we must remember. For each of 
the 6 million Jews killed, we must respond. 
For the Gypsies, the gays, the political dis-
senters and any of the righteous people who 
spoke out against what they thought was 
evil—for this we commemorate and remember 
the Holocaust. It can never happen again. 

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
CULBERSON). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. NEY) that the House suspend 
the rules and agree to the concurrent 
resolution, H. Con. Res. 63. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H. Con. 
Res. 63. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
f 

PERMITTING USE OF CAPITOL RO-
TUNDA FOR CEREMONY TO 
AWARD CONGRESSIONAL GOLD 
MEDAL TO JACKIE ROBINSON 
Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that the Committee on 
House Administration be discharged 
from further consideration of the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 79) per-
mitting the use of the rotunda of the 
Capitol for a ceremony to award a Con-
gressional gold medal to Jackie Robin-
son (posthumously), in recognition of 
his many contributions to the Nation, 
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, reserv-
ing the right to object, while I do not 
intend to object, I would like to give 
the chairman the opportunity to ex-
plain the resolution, and I would also 
like to acknowledge the gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. NEAL) for 
having introduced this resolution. 

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, will the gen-
tlewoman yield? 

Ms. BERKLEY. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Ohio. 

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentlewoman for yielding to me. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of the House concurrent resolution, a 
resolution that permits the use of the 
rotunda for the ceremony to award a 
Congressional Gold Medal to Jackie 
Robinson in recognition of his many 
contributions to our great Nation. 

Jackie Robinson was a great Amer-
ican who helped break the racial bar-
rier in baseball. His family will be here 
for this ceremony. He is so deserving of 
this honor. I ask support for this legis-
lation. I would note he played for the 
Brooklyn Dodgers. 

I would like to thank the gentle-
woman today, not only for this resolu-
tion but the others and her time today 
on three very important resolutions 
honoring some great Americans. 

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for his kind words and 
urge passage of this important resolu-
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, I withdraw my reserva-
tion of objection. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Nevada? 

There was no objection. 
The Clerk read the concurrent reso-

lution, as follows: 
H. CON. RES. 79 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That the rotunda of the 
Capitol is authorized to be used on March 2, 
2005, for a ceremony to award a Congres-
sional gold medal to Jackie Robinson (post-
humously), in recognition of his many con-
tributions to the Nation. Physical prepara-
tions for the ceremony shall be carried out 

VerDate Aug 04 2004 04:56 Mar 02, 2005 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K01MR7.013 H01PT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-05-10T07:28:31-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




